
"With vs. Without"
Colossians 2:11-15

Without Jesus we are dead because of our sin (13)
At this point in his letter, Paul does something that is incredibly important. Paul takes a minute to 

remind the believers in Colossae about who they were before they had received Jesus into their lives and had 
been filled or completed in Him. Paul reminds them of the basic fact that without Jesus in their lives, they were 
dead. Sin had separated them from God, who is the source of life, and while they may have been living on this 
earth -- breathing and walking and talking -- they were spiritually and eternally dead because of their sin. This 
truth is still true today! Without Jesus we are eternally dead because of our sin.
1. Read Romans 3:23 and 6:23 as well as Ephesians 2:1-10. Why do you think the word for "dead" is used to 

describe our condition because of sin in our lives? What does it imply?
2. How does this truth about who we are without Jesus affect how you view the miracle of your salvation?
3. How should this truth about who people are without Jesus affect how you pray for them? What do they 

need in their lives?

Without Jesus we are not a part of God's family (13)
Circumcision was the symbol and sign of the Old Testament covenant between God and His people. 

Circumcision showed in a physical way that a person was identified as a part of God's family under the 
covenant. Paul uses this symbolism in a spiritual way rather than in a physical way in this passage. Paul's 
main point is not about being physically uncircumcised. His main point is about the fact that sin not only makes 
a person spiritually dead but also separates a person from God -- from being a part of His family! Without 
Jesus, Paul is reminding the believers in Colossae that they were not a part of God's family.
1. This picture of uncircumcision is a reminder that sin separates us from God. Because of sin, we are 

identified as those who are not God's people. Do you remember what this felt like without Jesus in your 
life? Share testimonies of the ways that you knew that you were not a part of God's family before Jesus.

2. Think about the people that you know who do not have Jesus in their lives. Do you think it's possible that 
they are experiencing the same feelings of separation from God -- no matter how well they hide it?

3. Spend time praying for them that this feeling of separation would lead them to seek Jesus in their lives.

Without Jesus we owe God a debt that we cannot pay (14)
Finally, Paul wanted to remind the believers in Colossae that without Jesus they owed God a real debt 

because of their sin. The debt was recorded and official, and legally, it had to be dealt with and paid. Tied to 
the fact that without Jesus they were dead because of their sins, this created a real problem. How can a dead 
person pay a debt? Paul is reminding them of the fact that without Jesus they owe God a debt that they cannot 
pay.
1. Have you ever experienced the weight of a financial debt in your life? What about your sin debt that you 

owed God? Do you remember what the weight of that sin debt felt in your life? Share your experiences.
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2. If you had a friend who had a tremendous financial debt that they couldn't pay and you had information 
about how they could be relieved of that debt, would you share that information with them? If you didn't 
share that information, what would they likely think about you and your friendship?

3. What about a friend with a sin debt that they can't pay? Do you know someone that's under the burden of 
this debt? Have you shared the good news of Jesus with them? Pray for the opportunity this week to share!

With Jesus we are raised to life through faith (12)
In contrast to all of the reminders of the bad things that once where true in the lives of the believers in 

Colossae, Paul also reminds the believers about who they now are with Jesus in their lives! While they were 
dead because of their sins when they didn't have Jesus in their lives, they are now alive through their faith in 
Jesus. Paul says that the same power of God that raised Jesus from the dead has raised the believers in 
Colossae from being dead in sin. This miracle of resurrection is still available for those who are dead in their 
sin today! Through faith in Jesus, God still raises the dead to new life with Christ!
1. If sin makes us dead, then who is doing the work of raising us to life?
2. What is the one thing (two words in verse twelve) that initiates this incredible miracle of resurrection in 

someone's life?
3. Have you thought about how the miracle of Easter relates to you? Is it just about the final resurrection for 

eternity, or is it about here-and-now in your life as well?

With Jesus we are made a part of God's family (11-12a)
Paul uses two beautiful symbols of identification with God's family to emphasize the reality that these 

believers in Colossae had been made a part of God's family through Jesus. For the Old Testament believer, 
circumcision was the sign of identification with the people of God. Paul says that through faith in Jesus they 
have a circumcision not done by hands! For the New Testament believer, baptism is the sign of identification 
with the people of God. Baptism is the beautiful illustration that through faith in Jesus the believers had been 
raised from being dead in sin to being made alive together with Jesus. Baptism identified their lives with Jesus, 
God's Son, and in this, it reminds us today that we have the same gift and opportunity through faith in Jesus 
Christ!
1. Read Galatians 4:4-7. How does this verse relate to what Paul is also saying here in Colossians?
2. Some people struggle with feelings of inadequacy and unworthiness before God. How do these verses 

speak encouragement and hope into this struggle in their lives?
3. Do you see yourself as God's child through your faith in Jesus? How should this affect how you live your 

life?

With Jesus we are released from the debt that we cannot pay because Jesus paid it all (14)
Paul made it clear that the debt they owed God was legal and binding. It wasn't something that could 

just be forgotten. Because God is just and fair, the sin debt of these believers in Colossae had to be dealt with, 
and because God is loving and merciful, He sent Jesus to do what sinners couldn't do: Pay their debt. God 
doesn't just forget the sin debt that sinners owe, he cancelled it and set it aside when Jesus Christ was nailed 
to the cross! Jesus paid the debt for the believers in Colossae, so that God's forgiveness of their debt was fair 
and just...it had been paid! What an amazing gift from our amazing God. Today, we can still be released from 
the sin debt that we cannot pay because Jesus paid it all!
1. Some people say that there are many ways to get to God. They argue that in the end -- as long as 

someone sincerely believes in "their god" -- their faith will lead them to God. How does this verse and 
passage respond to that argument?

2. What does this verse tell us about God's justice: Does he just let sin go, or does sin have to be dealt with?
3. What does this verse tell us about God's grace: Is it cheap, or did it come at a cost? 
4. What does this verse tell us about whether or not we still owe anything or need to do anything to make up 

for our sin?
5. What is the only thing that we need for forgiveness and eternal life?
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